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Outline: 

 

1.  UN-GGIM – A Global Geospatial Mandate 
  20th UN Committee (C.20/….) 
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4.  Examples of Working Groups 

 
 

 
 

 
 

24 



ggim.un.org 

Positioning geospatial information to address global challenges 

4th Session of UN-GGIM Decisions  Endorsed by ECOSOC 

4/101 Global geodetic reference frame  

4/102 Activities related to sustainable development and the post-2015 development 
agenda  

4/103 Global map for sustainable development 

4/104 Determination of global fundamental geospatial data themes 

4/105 Integration of geospatial, statistical and other information 

4/106 Trends in national institutional arrangements in geospatial information 
management 

4/107 Development of a shared statement of principles on the management of 
geospatial information 

4/108 Legal and policy frameworks, including issues related to authoritative data 

4/109 Implementation and adoption of standards for the global geospatial information 
community 

4/110 Implementation and adoption of standards for the global geospatial information 
community 

4/111 Reports by regional entities and thematic groups 

4/112 Coordination of United Nations activities related to geospatial information 
management.  
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UN-GGIM-4 Decision 4/111 

(d) Congratulated the group of Arab States for their preparatory work towards a 
common work programme, endorsed the establishment of the Regional 
Committee of United Nations Global Geospatial Information Management for 
the Arab States, noting the transitional committee will continue to function in the 
foreseeable future, welcomed the announcement to hold the first meeting in 
early 2015, and invited the Regional Committee to report regularly to the 
Committee of Experts; 
; 

4/111 Reports by regional entities and thematic groups 
The Committee of Experts: 
(a) Took note of the reports by regional entities and thematic groups on their initiatives, and expressed its appreciation for their valuable 
contributions and achievements in support of the Committee’s activities and objectives; 
(b) Welcomed in particular the broad range of activities of the Regional Committees of United Nations Global Geospatial Information 
Management for Asia and the Pacific and for the Americas and their efforts to reach out to all countries within their respective regions; 
(c) Congratulated the group of European countries for their extensive work to define modalities of cooperation and formulate a common work 
programme, endorsed the establishment of the Regional Committee of United Nations Global Geospatial Information Management for 
Europe, welcomed the announcement to hold the first plenary meeting of the Regional Committee in the Republic of Moldova in October 
2014, and invited the Regional Committee to report regularly to the Committee of Experts; 
(d) Congratulated the group of Arab States for their preparatory work towards a common work programme, endorsed the establishment of 
the Regional Committee of United Nations Global Geospatial Information Management for the Arab States, noting the transitional committee 
will continue to function in the foreseeable future, welcomed the announcement to hold the first meeting in early 2015, and invited the 
Regional Committee to report regularly to the Committee of Experts; 
(e) Noted the progress being made towards establishing a regional committee on geospatial information management for Africa, 
and welcomed the announcement of a preparatory meeting to be convened in November 2014; 
(f) Expressed its appreciation to the Joint Board of Geospatial Information Societies and other international geospatial organizations for their 
contributions to advancing the global geospatial information management initiatives, and endorsed the International Map Year 2015-2016, as 
proposed by the International Cartographic Association, as a valuable means of promoting the importance of maps and geospatial 
information globally. 
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• Regional Committee of UN-GGIM for Asia-Pacific (UN-GGIM-AP, formerly 

PCGIAP) (November 2012)  
 

• Permanent Committee on Spatial Data Infrastructure for the Americas 
(PC-IDEA) – UN-GGIM for the Americas (New York, August 2013) 

 
• UN-GGIM for Europe (August 2014 ) 
 
• UN-GGIM for Arab States (August 2014) 
 
• Committee on Development Information, Science & Technology Sub-

committee on Geo-information (CODIST-Geo), UNECA – UN-GGIM for 
Africa (August 2015 ?) 
 
 
 

A Regional/Global Architecture 
 for UN-GGIM 
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Example of Working Groups 

• Asia-Pacific 
– WG 1: Geodetic Reference Framework for Sustainable Development 
– WG 2: Data Sharing and Integration for Disaster Management 
– WG 3: Place-Based Information Management for Economic Growth 
 

• Americas 
– WG1: Geospatial data collection and management 
– WG2: Access and use of geospatial information in disaster risk reduction and climate change 
– WG3: Promotion and evaluation of Spatial Data Infrastructure (SDI).  
– WG4: Standards and technical specifications 
– WG5: Regional coordination and cooperation 
 

• Europe 
– Work Group A: Core Data.  
– Work Group B: Data Integration  
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UN-GGIM Committee of Experts 
UN-GGIM 

Asia-Pacific 
(2012) 

UN-GGIM 
Africa 

UN-GGIM 
Arab States 

(2014) 

UN-GGIM 
Americas 

(2013) 

UN-GGIM 
Europe 
(2014) 

WG 3 
Place-Based 

Information for 
Economic Growth 

WG 1 
Geodetic 

Reference Frame 
for SD 

WG 2 
Data Sharing & 
Integration for 
Disaster Mmnt. 

China 
Rep. of Korea 
Japan 

To be 
determined 

UN-GGIM Arab 
States placed 
under the auspices 
of UN ESCWA 
Commission. 
  
Formally 
established in 
August 2014. 
Inaugural Meeting 
to be held in 
Riyadh in Feb. 
2015 

Member States 
to be elected in 
Feb. 2015 

CODIST-Geo 

AFREF 
African Reference 

Frame 

South Africa 
UN ECA 

UN ECA: Geoinfo 
merged with 
Statistics. 3/2013 
CODIST meeting 
recommended 
CODIST-Geo 
become UN-GGIM 
Africa. Yet to be 
ratified. 

European 
Environment 

Agency 

European 
Commission 
+ Eurostat 

Euro 
Geographics 

WG1: France 
WG2: 
Germany 

Sweden 
Netherlands/ 
Spain 

SIRGAS 
Geocentric 

Reference System 
for Americas 

Working 
Groups & 

Region Vocals 

PAIGH 
Pan Amer. Inst. of 

Geography and 
History 

Mexico 
Chile 
Mexico 

GeoSUR 
Geo. Network for 
Latin America & 

Caribbean 
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http://ggim.un.org/default.html 

Thank You! 
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